respective fields, and deal with bacterial systems (Ames tests) (McGregor); with other sub-mammalian tests (Anderson); cytogenetic mutagenesis tests (Dean); cell transformation assays (Styles), and with Drosophila as an excellent in vivo system (Auerbach). Important chapters discuss the way to minimize human exposure (Ames), extrapolation to man (Ehrenberg and OftedaI), and the implications for cancer risks (Ashby), as well as the significance to man of genetic damage against the background of known genetic disease (Bridges) . Mutagenicity testing as an aspect of governmental regulatory functions is also considered (Draper) . A final and wide ranging roundtable discussion (chaired by Lord Ritchie-Calder) raised many points of theory and practice, including the problems of regulation.
The whole book is a very readable account of a topical subject, and is recommended as a useful and brief introduction to a complex, important and practical field.
PAUL E POLANI

Professor ofPaediatric Research Guy's Hospital Medical School. London
Orofacial Pains: Differential Diagnosis W E Bell 2nd edn pp 373 £26.75 London: YB Medical 1980 This book is written for general dental practitioners, particularly those trained in the United States where, as stated, 'Much of the practice of dentistry is examination for treatment not examination for differential diagnosis'. However, this attempt to clarify the difficult subject of facial pain is not, to my mind, a success. The text is somewhat confusing and difficult to read. The illustrations are even more confusing and the nomenclature is often out of date. The references are plentiful and this is probably the best feature of the book.
ROBIN BRET DAY
Consultant Dental Surgeon Guy's Hospital, London
A Manual of Dermatology 2nd edn D M Pillsbury & C L Heaton pp 360 £13 London:Saunders1980 This is an excellent and authoritative introduction to dermatology. It is a beautifully presented work and is a delight to read. The colour photographs are of a very high standard, although several are overexposed. The text is concise, relevant and mostly up-to-date: for instance, the recent work of 13-Cis retinoic acid in acne vulgaris is included.
There are a number of statements with which one might take issue. In the treatment of dermatitis herpetiformis, a starting dose of dapsone of 200-300 mg per day seems too high, when most dermatologists would start on 100 mg per day. In the discussion of the use of methotrexate in psoriasis, the recommendation that liver biopsy should be performed every six months is a little harsh, and probably every 1-2 years is adequate.
In addition, a starting dose of methotrexate of 25 mg per week is too high, especially in the elderly.
However, these are minor criticisms of what is a very useful book. The authors are to be congratulated on producing such a sensible and readable introduction to dermatology. This book is part of a series of teaching manuals aimed primarily at medical students. The reader is not expected to have previous knowledge of CT scanning. Cases illustrating the use of CT are presented as clinical problems. The text is so arranged that the reader is invited to interpret each scan before proceeding. No attempt is made to describe the physical aspects of CT scanning beyond describing the necessary terminology. The emphasis throughout is on the clinical role of CT and its relation to other imaging techniques. Most importantly, the limitations of CT are spelt out as wellas its successes. The reproduction of the scans is not particularly good but almost all of them are entirely adequate to demonstrate the points being made. The reproduction of some of the conventional X-rays is, however, poor. The text is easy to read, if perhaps a trifle light-hearted for some tastes.
The book can be recommended to anyone who wishes to get the feel of the type of problem that can be resolved by CT scanning and who wants to have some knowledge of the images. It is the sort of book that can be read with profit in the train.
I KELSEY FRY
Consultant Radiologist St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
A Colour Atlas of Tumour Histopathology N F C Gowing pp 272 £35 London: Wolfe Medical 1980 There was need for 'A Colour Atlas of Tumour Histopathology' for many different potential users which included the trainee in pathology who has had passed on to him by his chief a tumour or tumour-like condition which he has not seen before; the busy clinician who confronted by a pathology report may wish to refresh his memory or learn for the first time about the histological appearances described; any doctor who needs to learn in a nutshell what a piece of oncologic nomenclature means; the senior pathologist who confronted with a distinctive tumour pattern is at a loss for a name or guide to a possible name, before consulting the literature; and above all, that great band of innocents with powerful therapeutic weapons in their hands, the radiotherapists and chemotherapists.
How does the present work measure up to their requirements? The Wolfe imprimatur is a guarantee of the best available in colour reproduction and book production, but the formidable reputation of the author as Britain's most erudite and practical clinical histopathologist in the field of tumours and allied disorders is what will make this book the best seller that it deserves to be. 1977. As is so often the case, it has proved difficult to convey the spoken word in the written form. The 10 subject sections contain assorted topics of varying quantity and quality both in the design and presentation of the material reported. Some papers are reported in fuIl providing good data plus fuIl reference lists whilst others are mere abstracts or summaries without either. There are 113 figures, clearly produced, although in at least two subjects the labelling remains in German.
ARNOLD LEVENE
Consultant Pathologist
Because of the lack of uniformity of the editing, this volume will have difficulty in earning a place even on library shelves as a potential reference source.
JEAN LUMLEY
Department ofAnaesthetics Royal Postgraduate MedicalSchool. London
Prostaglandins: Physiology, Pharmacology & Oinical Significance. D F Horrobin pp 391 £12 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1978 This book represents Dr Horrobin's view of the prostaglandins. This is, as he admits freely, the view of a comparative newcomer to the field and a view that is sometimes rejected by longer
